Hurricane FLORENCE

Tips for Before, During & After

For those who may be in areas impacted by the hurricane, it’s important to be prepared
and safely respond. For additional information, visit ready.gov or fema.gov.
After

6 Hours Before
•
•

•
•

•

Charge your cell phone now so you will have a full battery
in case you lose power.
If you’re not in an area that is recommended for evacuation, plan to stay at home or where you are and let friends
and family know where you are.
Close storm shutters, and stay away from windows. Flying
glass from broken windows could injure you.
Turn your refrigerator or freezer to the coldest setting and
open only when necessary. If you lose power, food will last
longer. Keep a thermometer in the refrigerator to be able
to check the food temperature when the power is
restored.
Turn on your TV/radio, or check your city/county website
every 30 minutes in order to get the latest weather
updates and emergency instructions.

• Be careful during clean-up. Wear protective clothing and
work with someone else.
• Do not touch electrical equipment if it is wet or if you are
standing in water. If it is safe to do so, turn oﬀ electricity
at the main breaker or fuse box to prevent electric shock.
• Avoid wading in ﬂood water, which can contain
dangerous debris. Underground or downed power lines
can also electrically charge the water.
• Save phone calls for emergencies. Phone systems are
often down or busy after a disaster. Use text messages or
social media to communicate with family and friends.
• Document any property damage with photographs.
Contact your insurance company for assistance.
via Ready.gov

via Ready.gov

Other Tips

During
•
•

•

•
•
•

•

If told to evacuate, do so immediately. Do not drive
around barricades.
If sheltering during high winds, go to a FEMA safe room,
ICC 500 storm shelter, or a small, interior, windowless
room or hallway on the lowest ﬂoor that is not subject to
ﬂooding.
If trapped in a building by ﬂooding, go to the highest level
of the building. Do not climb into a closed attic. You may
become trapped by rising ﬂood water.
Listen for current emergency information and instructions.
Use a generator or other gasoline-powered machinery
outdoors ONLY and away from windows.
Do not walk, swim, or drive through ﬂood waters. Turn
Around. Don’t Drown! Just six inches of fast-moving water
can knock you down, and one foot of moving water can
sweep your vehicle away.
Stay oﬀ of bridges over fast-moving water.
via Ready.gov
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If you have a well, or are worried about contamination,
ﬁll tubs for toilet ﬂushing and dishwashing.
Take a video of your home ahead of time and narrate for
insurance purposes. Send it to somebody trusted who is
not in the storm area.
If you have two-story home, or attic, move important
papers, photos and other items upstairs or a safe known
place.
If you have a one-story home and think water might be
an issue, put important items on top of counters or in the
attic.
Consider moving your vehicle to higher ground if you can
safely do so.
Have backpacks ready with basics for each person. For
someone with special needs, include items they may
normally need, such as ear defenders, PECS cards, or
weighted blankets.

