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“Thank you so much for your e�orts to help keep our child safe. 
Our family is very grateful.”
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The National Autism Association is a nonprofit organization focused on addressing 

urgent issues that families and individuals in the autism community often face, including 

wandering/elopement, suicidality, bullying, restraint/seclusion, abuse, mistreatment, 
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“They are the thinkers of the world. They are uniquely observant, intelligent, 
talented and will make extraordinary contributions if given 

the right support.” 

NAA’S OPENING REMARKS
INTERNATIONAL SUICIDE IN AUTISM SUMMIT, 2017 

ABOUT NAA
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OUR MISSION

The mission of the National Autism Association 
is to respond to the most urgent needs of the 

autism community, providing real help and hope 
so that all affected can reach their full potential.

ADVOCACY RESEARCH

EDUCATION DIRECT TOOLS

THOUGHTFUL
AWARENESS

HOPE

We advocate for federal policy
and resources that address 

the most urgent needs
of the autism community.

We conduct and promote
research that uncovers and
addresses the most critical

challenges families and 
individuals face.

We provide education & training 
to families, first responders,
and service professionals 

throughout the U.S.

We provide direct, tangible tools
to families and schools

in all 50 states.

We strive to create awareness
that promotes understanding,
compassion and respect for

individuals with autism. 

We provide inspiration and
empowerment through positive

messaging, story-sharing
and support.

We achieve our mission through six main areas:
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Age & Average Age

2017
SNAPSHOT

In 2017, the National Autism Association continued to provide families 
and professionals with tangible tools, direct assistance, and educa-
tional materials designed to enhance the safety and well being of 
children and adults with autism. This year, our impact included:   

Over one million website visits
and 40,000 email subscribers

Advocated for federal policies and resources
for 1 in 68 families nationwide

Reached 24 million people and held 
a weekly engagement of over 100k 
among 500k social media followers

Trained over 1000 police officers,
first responders and services professionals

Shipped safety tools to nearly
600 schools across the U.S.

Put tangible tools into the hands of
over 10,000 families across the U.S.

Hosted free webinars for
over 2000 families

Our Programs & Initiatives

Our Impact

Provided national statistics on mortality
and risk in missing persons with autism

Worked with multiple organizations and
agencies in the U.S. and beyond

RED
SAFETY
B    XBI

G

TEACHER
TOOLKIT

GIVE VOICEA

A U T I S M

ATRIUM

MEET
the

POLICE

AUTISM
SAFETY
COALITION

series
WEBINAAR

MONDAY
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“When life is very stressful like it is for our spectrum family, it was nice 
to know others understood the problems we face and cared enough to help.”

AMBER D.

RED
SAFETY
B    XBI

G

NAA’S BIG RED SAFETY 
BOX PROGRAM

Over 6000 U.S. families 
received a free lifesaving 
box in 2017

Boxes have been shipped 
to over 40,000 families 
since 2011

Wandering behaviors among those within our community not 
only present unique safety risks, but also create extraordinary 
worry and stress among caregivers. Drowning fatalities follow-
ing wandering incidents remain a leading cause of death 
among those with autism. In response to this, the National 
Autism Association created the Big Red Safety Box in 2011. 
The box, shipped free to families throughout the United 
States, contains critical tools to help assist those impacted by 
autism prevent wandering-related emergencies. 
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NAA’S 
BIG RED SAFETY 
BOX PROGRAM

“This kit has been a lifesaver for us.”
-Erin S. 

Since 2011, over 40,000 Big Red 
Safety boxes have been shipped to 
children and adults with autism. 
Each box includes a caregiver 
checklist, family wandering emer-
gency plan, first-responder profile 
form, wandering quick tips, sample 
IEP letter, student profile form, emo-
tion identification cards, two GE 
wireless door/window alarms with 
batteries, one MedicAlert bracelet 
or pendant, and one shoe ID tag, 
five stop sign visual prompts for 
doors and windows, two safety alert 
window clings for car or home 
windows, one red safety alert wrist-
band and a child ID Kit from the 
National Center for Missing and 
Exploited Children. 

Lifesaving Tools for Families

Brishauna, NAA Big Red Safety Box Recipient

SAFETY ALERT

PERSON WITH

AUTISM
MAY NOT 

RESPOND TO

VERBAL COMMANDS

4
I can try:

- Take 10 deep breaths

- Sing a song in my head

- Squeeze a squishy ball

- Put my anger in my pocket!

- Do a little drawing

- Ask for a break

- Tell my mom or dad why I am angry

ANGRY
3

I can try:

- Take 5 deep breaths

- Sing a song in my head

- Squeeze a squishy ball

- Put my sadness in my pocket!

- Do a little drawing

- Ask for a break

-Tell my mom or dad why I am sad

SAD2
I can try: 

- Take 5 deep breaths

- Sing a song in my head

- Squeeze a squishy ball

- Put my worry in my pocket

- Tell my mom or dad why 

   I am worried

WORRIED
1

Everything’s Okay
HAPPY!

RED
SAFETY
B    XBI

G

nationalautism.org

SAFETY ALERT

PERSON WITH

AUTISM
MAY NOT 

RESPOND TO

VERBAL COMMANDS

Over 40,000 Boxes Shipped

“Thank you for helping keep my 

handsome son safe! He is 7 years old, 

has autism and is non verbal. Safety 

is a big issue for him so having the 

Big Red Safety Box has given me 

peace of mind.”

Each year, hundreds of children 
and adults with autism go missing 
and almost one-third of these 
cases end in death or need for 
medical attention. NAA’s Big Red 
Safety Box was created in 2011 to 
help combat wandering-related 
deaths in the community. The box 
contains essential tools and educa-
tional materials shown to prevent 
incidents and improve response 
during emergency situations.

Made possible through the generosity 

of American Legion Child Welfare 

Foundation,  Vivint Gives Back, 

MedicAlert Foundation, and ALEX AND 

ANI with in-kind donations from the 

National Center for Missing & 

Exploited Children

Samantha L. 
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NAA’S BIG RED SAFETY 
TEACHER TOOLKIT

In 2017, 577 schools 
received free safety kits 

Safety kits have been
shipped to over 1500
schools since 2015

Because nearly a third of wandering and bolting incidents 
happen from a school setting, NAA developed the Big Red 
Safety Teacher Toolkit. The program ships free-of-charge 
safety toolkits to educators, aides and school administra-
tors in need of wandering-prevention tools.  

TEACHER
TOOLKIT

awareness

education

safety
resources

TEACHER
TOOLKIT

“I just wanted you to know how much we appreciate the door alarm and stop signs. 
They have been invaluable already.”

DEBBIE S.
SEAFORD SCHOOL DISTRICT, DELAWARE
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Promoting Safety in Schools

Lights, sounds and other triggers 
can increase the risk of a student 
with autism quickly exiting the class-
room or walking away during times of 
commotion, such as transitions 
within the school, outdoor recess, 
bus transitions and noisy areas such 
as the lunchroom or gym class. 
NAA’s Big Red Safety Teacher 
Toolkit is designed to help teachers 
promote safety in the classroom and 
school campus. 

Shipped free of charge, these safety 
toolkits contain simple tools and 
essential educational materials to 
help school staff teach safety skills 
and promote emotional regulation 
through positive supports. 

Each package contains an educa-
tional booklet for teachers and aides, 
four door/window alarms including 
batteries, five adhesive stop sign 
visual prompts for doors and 
windows, calming cards, student 
emergency forms, social stories, a 
safety checklist and more.

4
I can try:

- Take 10 deep breaths

- Sing a song in my head

- Squeeze a squishy ball

- Put my anger in my pocket!

- Do a little drawing

- Ask for a break

- Tell my mom or dad why I am angry

ANGRY
3

I can try:

- Take 5 deep breaths

- Sing a song in my head

- Squeeze a squishy ball

- Put my sadness in my pocket!

- Do a little drawing

- Ask for a break

-Tell my mom or dad why I am sad

SAD2
I can try: 

- Take 5 deep breaths

- Sing a song in my head

- Squeeze a squishy ball

- Put my worry in my pocket

- Tell my mom or dad why 

   I am worried

WORRIED
1

Everything’s Okay
HAPPY!

TEACHER
TOOLKIT

awareness

education

safety
resources

NAA’S BIG RED 
SAFETY TEACHER 
TOOLKIT

Generously donated by Jasco, 
these door alarms alert school 

sta� when classroom doors are ajar.

Made possible through the generosity 

of ALEX AND ANI and Jasco
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AMBER D.

NAA’S GIVE A VOICE
PROGRAM In 2017, 22 families received

assistive communication
devices and software

Devices have been shipped 
to over 241 families 
since 2015

GIVE VOICEA

NAA’s Give A Voice program provides communication 
devices to individuals with autism who are nonverbal or 
minimally verbal, and whose communication challenges 
put them at increased risk of injury or harm. Each of our 
Give A Voice devices comes with Avatalker AAC com-
munication software and a protective case.  

“This has helped his quality of life while 
reducing his frustrations and anxiety.”

ORTIZ Y.
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NAA’S 
GIVE A VOICE
PROGRAM

Essential for Safety & Quality of Life

“He has come a long way and is 
requesting what he wants and needs.”

-Jamie S.

Communication is not only a basic right, 
it’s often the first line of self-defense. Far 
too often, individuals with autism who are 
nonverbal or minimally verbal are left 
without a way to communicate basic 
wants or needs. This can lead to certain 
safety risks for those who may leave a 
safe place to seek out special topics or 
places without their caregiver, or if 
they’re experiencing medical issues or 
mistreatment. Communication also helps 
ease anxiety and frustration, promotes 
independence, and provides building 
blocks for a variety of skillsets. For 
families unable to attain a device for use 
in the home, we provide a comprehen-
sive communication package that 
includes a tablet, communication 
software, and protective casing.   

“I can't begin to tell you how thankful 
I am to have to his device and the app 
you provided to him. Krystal went 
above and beyond for us, treating us 
like real people not just another 
client/applicant.” 

Brody, NAA Give A Voice Recipient

“It means so much to us for Avery to 
be able to communicate with 

his family and friends!!”
-Nikki C. 

Made possible through the generosity 

of ALEX AND ANI, GreaterGood.org 

and Avatalker AAC

Missy M.
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A U T I S M

ATRIUM
NAA’S AUTISM 
ATRIUM PROGRAM

This training and educational initiative for the autism 
community provides learning opportunities through 
on-site training, online webinars, toolkits, 
one-sheeters,  and other educational materials that 
are free of charge for community members, first 
responders and service professionals.

In 2017, NAA provided free training to 
over 1000 police o�cers, �rst responders 
& service professionals throughout the 
U.S.

Hosted free webinars for over 2000 
families and individuals in the autism 
community

Our free toolkits were downloaded over 
5000 times, including �ve new toolkits 
for �rst responders, caregivers and 
grandparents

“21 years in �eld of corrections and have not had anything 
like this presented before. Thank you for your service. 

You have increased my awareness on this very important issue.”

TRAINING ATTENDEE
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TRAINING ATTENDEE

A Resource Provided by the National Autism Association

Meet the Police: 
A Guide to Introducing Children &
Adults with ASD to Local Law 
Enforcement 

A Guide for Grandparents:

A Resource Provided by the National Autism Association

Answers to Common Questions &
Concerns Relating to Autism 
Spectrum Disorders

First Signs, Next Steps: 

APRIL 2017

A Resource Provided by the National Autism Association

A Guide for Parents Concerned 
with their Child’s Development

Age of Majority

NOVEMBER 2017

A Resource Provided by the National Autism Association

A Guide for Caregivers on How to 
Plan & Prepare 

Part of the Big Red Safety Box Program brought to you by the National Autism Association 

education

awareness

resources

A Guide to Searching for Missing
Persons on the Autism Spectrum

First Responder Toolkit: 

July 2017Part of the Big Red Safety Box Program brought to you by the National Autism Association July 2017

NAA’S AUTISM 
ATRIUM PROGRAM

series
WEBINAAR

“Excellent information that will be very 
helpful, especially concerning the 
attraction to water. I have worked with 
many children with ASD that elope and 
have gone to the highways, but I did 
not know to look �rst towards water.“ 

In 2017, NAA provided free training to 
police officers, first responders & 
service professionals nationwide, 
including training for the National 
Criminal Justice Training Center, the 
Arkansas Never Forgotten Confer-
ence, Integral Care’s Hub Learning 
Community and the National Drowning 
Prevention Association Conference.

Training

First Responder Toolkit

In addition to its safety toolkits for caregivers and 
teachers, NAA launched its updated First 
Responder Toolkit in 2017, which provides educa-
tion, awareness and resources for members  of 
law enforcement, firefighters, dispatchers, EMS, 
and search and rescue personnel. 

Family Toolkits

This year, NAA launched four new 
toolkits for families and caregivers 
in the autism community, including 
our First Signs, Next Steps Toolkit 
for families new to the diagnosis, 
Age of Majority Toolkit for caregiv-
ers transitioning their teenage 
children into adulthood, our Guide 
for Grandparents, which answers 
common questions and concerns, 
and  our Meet the Police Toolkit, 
which provides guidance on how 
to introduce children and adults 
with autism to members of local 
law enforcement.

Webinars

NAA’s WebiNAAr Series provides 
free presentations and download-
able archived  presentations 
featuring a variety of topics. In 
2017, webinars covered topics that 
focused on safety, communication, 
therapies, technology and criminal 
justice. 

Made possible through the generosity 

of ALEX AND ANI

Training Attendee

The Arkansas Never Forgotten Conference

“Very informative. So very grateful that 
NAA is having these educational webinars. 
I am a single mom with two boys who have 
autism, which makes it hard for me to 
attend conferences. With webinars, I can 
still be home to care for boys, and get 
educated at home. Such a wonderful 
program. Thank you so much.“ 

Kelly M. 11



Over 400 attendees  in 2017, 
including 68 scholarships

NATIONAL 
AUTISM 
CONFERENCE 2017 
Since 2005, NAA’s National Autism Conference has brought 
together renowned doctors, therapists, and subject matter 
experts within the autism community. Along with cutting-edge 
talks and practical guidance, the conference is known for its 
warm and supportive environment for caregivers, as well as 
some much-needed respite. 

Nearly 4500 attendees
and 677 scholarships 
since 2005

“One of the best organized and planned conferences I've attended, and
 love what a welcoming environment it was.”  

MARIA R.
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NATIONAL 
AUTISM 
CONFERENCE 
2017 

Attendees got to hear an incredi-
ble keynote from Dr. Temple 
Grandin, along with inspiring 
talks from Chris Ulmer, Frank 
Campagna, Dr. John Gaitanis, 
and more.  

NAC 2017 featured caregiver-cen-
tered events throughout the confer-
ence, including a Q&A session, 
expert group sessions, a free 
meet-and-greet, and dancing and 
fun on the Creole Queen.  

Our amazing sponsors this year 
not only made NAC 2017 possi-
ble, but offered support through-
out the conference along with 
free services for attendees.

2017 Speakers

Support for Caregivers

Sponsors that Give Back

Held in New Orleans, NAA’s 2017 National Autism Conference gave 
attendees a chance to learn, connect, relax and have some fun. 
Topics ranged from safety and nutrition to critical strategies and 
breakthrough therapies. 

 

Speaker Chris Ulmer and his friend, Jon, at 
the 2017 National Autism Conference

Made possible through the generosity 

of Vivint Gives Back, Comfees Premium 

Diapers and MedicAlert Foundation 
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RESEARCH 
& ADVOCACY
Nearly a decade ago, NAA sounded the alarm 
on autism-related wandering deaths, and since that 
time we have advocated for research and federal 
resources that identify and reduce the causes of 
emotional trauma, injury and premature death 
among children and adults with autism. It is these 
critical challenges and under-researched 
comorbidities that affect many of the families in our 
community today. Shedding light on these 
challenges is essential for developing main-stream 
interventions, resources and treatment proto-cols 
that are accessible to all, regardless of gender, 
age, income level or location.

Published research on Mortality & Risk in 
ASD Wandering/Elopement 

Promoted research that uncovers and 
addresses the most critical challenges 
among individuals with autism and their 
families

Advocated for federal legislation that 
would provide training and resources to 
law enforcement and families 

“Thank you for all that you do to keep our kids safe and the 
public educated. What you do makes a profound impact.” 

KAREN L. 
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“These individuals are not going 
to call a 24-hour hotline, nor will 
they demonstrate the textbook 
signs of suicidal behavior often 
seen in the neurotypical popula-
tion. And should these behaviors 
continue into adolescence and 
adulthood, the traditional 
protocols may not apply. For 
some, if not many, there is a 
heavy internal in�uence that 
seems to bypass all channels of 
intervention.” 

 

RESEARCH &
ADVOCACY

Wandering/Elopement
In 2017, NAA published its study on Mortality & 
Risk in ASD Wandering/Elopement. The study 
was based on over 800 missing person cases in 
the U.S. involving individuals with autism that 
NAA tracked over a six-year period. Results 
showed that nearly a third of reported missing 
person cases related to wandering/elopement 
ended in death or required medical attention, 
and that drowning was the leading cause of 
death for children with autism.

Research

This year, NAA continued to advocate for Kevin and Avonte’s Law, federal 
legislation that would help train law enforcement on how to recognize the 
signs of autism, where to search, and how to properly interact with those 
on the spectrum. The bill would also provide resources designed to help 
law enforcement agencies quickly locate missing persons with develop-
mental disabilities and cognitive impairments.    

Mortality & Risk In ASD
Wandering/Elopement 
2011-2016
MARCH 2017

A Resource Provided by the National Autism Association

Suicidality
NAA joined experts from the fields of autism 
and suicide research at the International 
Suicide in Autism Summit in Newcastle, U.K. 
Researchers, clinicians and stakeholders came 
together to identify clinical and research priori-
ties. Led by Dr. Sarah Cassidy and Dr. Jacqui 
Rodgers - and hosted by Coventry and New-
castle Universities - teams worked to develop 
recommendations for changes in government 
policy and practice that can be implemented 
quickly to reduce suicide in autism.   NAA 
provided opening remarks about the challeng-
es families and individuals face, and shared 
stories illustrating the need for early identifica-
tion regardless of age, along with under-re-
searched and under-resourced struggles that 
are unique to those with autism. The summit 
was made possible by funding from Autistica 
and the James Lind Alliance.

Federal Policy

Setting Priorities
NAA continues to promote research that uncovers and addresses the most 
critical challenges among individuals with autism and their families. This 
year, we joined the PEDSNet Autism Research Interest Group (RIG).  The 
Autism RIG aims to develop projects directed towards the wide-ranging 
health, educational, and community needs of those affected, including 
family members, through investigations offering both clinical and partici-
pant or family-derived data.

NAA’s opening remarks at the
International Suicide In Autism 

Summit, 2017

International Suicide in Autism Summit
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  “After being told he might never walk/talk, 
I was very emotional this day. ”

WILZ S.

AUTISM
SAFETY
COALITION

NAA’s messaging is thoughtfully designed to provide 
immediate impact that can be felt on the ground. We go 
to great lengths to create awareness that promotes 
understanding, compassion and respect for individuals 
with autism, as well as tips, DIY tools, and steps to take 
to enhance safety in all settings. Each week, we offer 
heartfelt stories and uplifting perspectives that work to 
support our overall mission and provide families and 
individuals a strong platform of positivity and hope. 

INSPIRING & 
EMPOWERING 
FAMILIES

Shared weekly stories celebrating 
strength, progress and hope in the 
autism community

Provided meaningful messaging 
designed to promote understanding, 
respect and compassion for all  individu-
als with autism and their families

Provided ongoing tips and free DIY tools 
through social media channels

16



INSPIRING & 
EMPOWERING 
FAMILIES

Each week, NAA’s Milestone Monday 
celebrates strength, progress and hope 
in the autism community. Families and 
individuals have an opportunity to share 
uplifting stories of their favorite 
milestones on NAA’s Facebook page. 
From first words to first jobs, Milestone 
Monday has become an ongoing source 
of inspiration and positivity for families.  

NAA’s Milestone Monday

Awareness with Impact
Awareness is critical, and we strive to 
take it one step further by creating aware-
ness that  promotes understanding, 
respect and compassion for individuals 
with autism. Through social media, we 
create messaging that acts as powerful 
teaching tools and crucial reminders for 
members both inside and outside the 
community. Prompts like simple stop 
signs and safety alert cutouts  are sent 
through social media channels so care-
givers can simply print and use. These 
easy tools are an effective way to teach 
safety skills, prevent wandering incidents, 
and assist in emergency situations. 

WHAT IS
STIMMING?
Self-stimulatory behavior, also known as stimming, is the repetition 
of physical movements, sounds, or movement of objects and is 
common in individuals with autism. Stimming, or “stims,” may include 
hand �apping, rocking, repeating noises or words, snapping �ngers, 
spinning objects, and jumping, among many others. It is often used as 
a way to calm, stimulate, or express thoughts and feelings. 

.org

“I really needed this reminder this 
morning! I tend to forget my son 
needs to do these things. A simple 
visual like this completely changed 
my attitude towards what he was 
really doing.” - L.A. V. 

“I just wanted to thank you for being a 
continued source of inspiration for 
me, and many other parents, caregiv-
ers and families...sometimes it’s just 
one of your posts that gets me 
through.” -Karin H.

In 2017, NAA staff attended the second annual Social Good Forum in 
NYC. The forum featured speakers and announced new tools to help 
people keep each other safe and supported on Facebook.

Meaningful Messaging 
Our messaging works to support 
our overall mission and the critical 
issues on which we focus. From 
bullying to suicide to issues relat-
ed to mistreatment and miscon-
ceptions, we continually work to 
create awareness that educates 
and inspires.  Relaunched in 2017, NAA’s Bullying

Prevention PSA was viewed 
more  than 100,000 times. 

MONDAY

Sarah’s �rst job was a featured story
for  NAA’s Milestone Monday 
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“I couldn't have done it without the data and materials NAA 
provided. I printed NAA's First Responder kit as a handout.”

COLLABORATIONS 
& PARTNERSHIPS
In 2017, NAA worked with organizations, agencies 
and community members throughout the country to 
help enhance the safety and well being of individuals 
with autism. In addition to training materials, NAA 
worked to provide lifesaving tools and educational 
materials to families in need. 

CAMILLE PROCTOR, COLOR OF AUTISM FOUNDATION
DETROIT POLICE TRAINING

Worked with organizations and agencies 
to provide cases studies, prevention 
resources, train-the-trainer materials, 
and direct assistance for local families

18



COLLABORATIONS 
& PARTNERSHIPS

This year, NAA partnered with N2Y to 
create a symbols-based personal emer-
gency profile form. Based on NAA’s exist-
ing emergency materials, N2Y worked with 
us to create a communication-friendly 
version to assist with interaction in the 
event of an emergency.

Simple Tools, Critical Education

EMERGENCY CONTACT(S)

DATE:

IF LOST, MAY BE FOUND AT:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:

AGE:

NAME: PHONE NUMBER:

TRACKING FREQUENCY #

NAME: PHONE NUMBER:

PERSONAL EMERGENCY PROFILE

SIGNS OF ESCALATION (Changes in behavior that show increased or decreased anxiety, anger, etc. 
Recommendations for do's and don'ts.)

LIKES (Attractions, favorite things, hobbies, interests, foods,
drinks, verbal exchanges, etc.)

Symbols aid understanding and communication for everyone. Show and point to symbols when talking with a rescued person.

COPYRIGHT © 2016 National Autism Association. All rights reserved. nationalautismassociation.org   SymbolStix © 2016 SymbolStix, LLC. All rights reserved. Used with permission. n2y.com

DISLIKES (Triggers, sensitivities, fears, things to avoid,
foods, drinks, verbal exchanges, etc.)

RESTRICTIONS (Allergies and diet) MEDICAL NEEDS (Diagnosis, health concerns)

(Likely places to go)

(If applicable)

Yes

eat drink cold Mom Dad go home

pain safe lost Add personal
message here

Add personal
message here

Add personal
message here

deep breathcall home

No

Annually (or more frequently) complete and share with school sta�, family, friends, neighbors, caregivers, police, �re, and rescue professionals.

Autism Action Partnership made 
1000 NAA Big Red Safety Boxes 
available to families in Nebraska 
with the help of local sponsors, 
including See My Benefits 
Online, Roger and Kate Weitz, 
and Dr. Katie Weitz. They are 
partnering with several providers 
and organizations to distribute 
the boxes across the state. 
Those helping with this project 
include the Munroe-Meyer 
Institute, Nebraska ASD 
Network, Autism Society of 
Nebraska, PTI-Nebraska, and 
Autism Family Network.

NAA worked with the American Academy 
of Pediatrics (AAP) on a feature article for 
its parent-facing website, HealthyChil-
dren.org. The article provides caregivers 
with information about wandering and 
tips to help keep their children with 
autism safe.

For advocates, organizations and agen-
cies in the U.S. and the U.K., NAA 
supplied training and educational materi-
als, as well as prevention tools. 

Throughout the year, NAA continued to 
assist the National Center for Missing & 
Exploited Children with intake notifica-
tion, and worked with various local com-
munities to provide supplies and aid to 
families in emergency situations.

NAA worked with NY2 to create 
a symbols-based emergency pro�le

form for families and �rst  responders.

AUTISM
SAFETY
COALITION

“Thank you for helping Autism Action 
Partnership provide these lifesaving boxes to 
the most vulnerable population of those 
a�ected by autism.”

Michaela Ahrens
 Autism Action Partnership

Local Support

In 2017, NAA continued to host the 
Autism Safety Coalition and AWAARE.org 
websites and materials for organizations, 

advocates and community members.       
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2017
PARTNERS &
SPONSORS

ALEX AND ANI

American Legion 
Child Welfare Foundation

Vivint Gives Back

MedicAlert Foundation

Comfees Premium Diapers

Jasco

ALEX AND ANI is a humanitarian company. Spreading 
positivity around the world through collaboration, 
determination, and inspiration.

Established in 1954, the American Legion Child Welfare 
Foundation provides other nonprofit organizations with 
the means to educate the public about the special 
needs of children across this nation.

Vivint Gives Back is bringing families and technology 
together to make a meaningful impact in the lives of 
children with intellectual disabilities.

For over 60 years, MedicAlert Foundation has 
been dedicated to protecting and saving lives. 

COMFEES® is a brand of Domtar, a leading provider of 
a wide variety of fiber-based products including 
communication, specialty and packaging papers, 
market pulp and absorbent hygiene products. 

Established in 1975, privately held Jasco Products 
Company develops innovative consumer products.

Jasco

During the Warwick Public Safety Slam, 
Warwick Fire and Police in Rhode Island 
went head to head to raise almost 
$7,000 for NAA. 

Boston Celtics Shamrock Foundation, Inc.
CARD Corporation
CFC - Combined Federal Campaign
Eastchester High School
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
GreaterGood.org
Green Solutions
Hickies Inc.
Lake Lytal Lassie League Inc
Lee Silsby Pharmacy
Maennerchor Club

Newlife Industries Inc.
Paragon Theaters
Pearson
Pope Francis High School
RoadID
Stanley Black and Decker, Inc.
Tobii Dynavox 
UHS Children Services
VF Outlet, Inc.
Vibrant Technologies, Inc.
Warwick Charity Basketball

2017 Partners & Sponsors

Hoops with Heart

Thank you to all of our amazing 2017

partners & sponsors, and all of our 

private donors and supporters!
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OUR BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS

Wendy Fournier, President

Claire Bothwell, Chairperson

Rosemarie Dubrowsky, Treasurer

Lori McIlwain

James A. Moody

Leslie Phillips

Joseph Ranseth

Board of Directors

National Autism Association

One Park Avenue, Suite 1

Portsmouth, RI 02871

Phone: 877.NAA.AUTISM (622.2884)

Fax: 401.293.5342

Web: nationalautismassociation.org

Email: naa@nationalautism.org

Contact

NAA sta� members Krystal Higgins and Sue Halliwell
at our o�ces in Portsmouth, RI

facebook.com/nationalautism

twitter.com/nationalautism

instagram.com/nationalautism

Social Media
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Events
5%

In-Kind Donations
18%

Major Gifts/Grants
33%

Partners/Sponsors
44%

Partners/Sponsors Major Gifts/Grants
In-Kind Donations Events

Fundraising
3%

11%

Programs
86%

Programs Management & General Fundraising

Programs:  $491,444

Management & General: $64,460

Fundraising:  $15,406

Total:  $571,310

Net assets as of 12/31/16:  $364,179

PREVIOUS YEAR FINANCIALS

2016 Income 2016 Expenses

Retail Partners/Sponsors:  $177,476

Major Gifts, Grants & Other:  $130,939

Events:  $73,097

Donated Goods & Services:  $17,986

Total: $399,498

NAA 2016 Income NAA 2016 Expenses

To see NAA’s 990s, please visit our website at nationalautismassociation.org.

Management
& General
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THANK YOU

On behalf of all of us at NAA, thank you for your gen-
erous support in 2017. As we approach our 15th 
anniversary, NAA’s commitment to the individuals 
and families we serve is stronger than ever.  We will 
continue to shed light on the most critical issues 
facing our community.  We will provide strategies 
and resources to address the daily challenges and 
safety risks that reduce the quality of life for the 1 in 
68 individuals with autism and their loved ones. 
Through thoughtful programs and messaging, we 
will work to provide tangible help for all, promote 
understanding through education, and remain an 
uplifting source of positivity and hope in 2018.

New York

Ohio

Texas

Indiana

PRESIDENT
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